Debt levels among the
country’s poor

More than 130 million of India’s working age
population of 321 million earn less than

Rs80 a day. And the harsh truth is that most of
them are likely to remain at the periphery of the
Indian growth story for the rest of their lives.
Their chief asset is cheap labour, but they will
eventually be displaced as manufacturing,
construction and farming methods are
modernized. And even as the migration to urban
centers continues, they quickly learn that higher
earnings do not equate necessarily to higher
living standards.

Figuesing
lm distribution of India's lowest
income workforce
209
5 years
W 2535 years. |
3645 years 55
W >45 years -
Occupation distribution of India’s
lowest income workforce

8 Woge labourers and
owmaccount workers*
Self-employed n primary prodiction
Shopkespers and oher small
businessmen

W Salaried employes

Wothers

oot cntctod o wotforn el
Incudsdomestch, b, e, e

_
Relatives/ends I 1
Barks  —10.13
Seithepgroups | 9.3)
Cooperative socities | 5.5

Chit funds/para-banking ¥

Loan sources and annual interest rates paid
by India’s lowest income workers
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Reason for taking loan
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